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TRANSLATION FROM "AFTENPOSTENS" -- 13 October 1975 


"CIA Director Reminisces about Wartime in Norway" 


Minneapolis, 12 October 1975 


The evening before the weekend on which King Olav 
came to Minneapolis there was occasion for another, very 
special, visit with Norwegian overtones. This was a 
meeting between the Chief of the American Intelligence Service 
and 47 Norwegian- Americans who had been his comrades -in- arms 
engaged in sabotage in Norway during WW II. 

At that time, the now 55-year-old CIA chief was a major 
in the American army and the leader of 80 Norwegians -- and 
Norwegian-Americans--who were part of a group that had been 
parachuted over Snaasa in North Troendelag in March of 1945. 
The objective was to blow up the railroad lines which the 
Germans used for transporting their troops back from Finland. 

Seventeen of the 80 men were killed in the course of 
their missions in Norway. All of them had been specially 
trained in parachuting, skiing and guerrilla warfare for 
this assignment. The 47 survivors, now all American citizens, 
had all managed to gather for the emotional reunion Friday 
night in _ Minneapolis . They came from New York in the East, 
California in the West, Canada in the North and Panama in 
the South and included people from many different religious 
denominations, and different professions. There were lawyers, 
shipmasters, insurance people, a hog farmer and- -finally- -a 
chief of intelligence. 

During the war they all belonged to a secret organization 
called "NORSO," an abbreviation for the Norwegian Special 
Operations Group, which in turn was affiliated with the 
American espionage- -and sabotage- -organization "OSS." They 
were selected because of their Norwegian descent and many 
were at that time still Norwegian citizens, e.g. sailors who 
had been torpedoed on an Atlantic crossing and rescued and 
brought to the USA. The only one without any Norwegian 
background was COLBY himself, the commanding officer, whose 
background was Irish. 
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Leif EIDE and Adolph HOGFOSS were the two Minnesota 
residents who had taken the initiative for the reunion; 

EIDE, from Minneapolis, and HOGFOSS from New Ulm, were 
thus in charge for this group meeting again for the first 
time since the operations in Norway. From beginning to end 
the evening was one marked by many and strong feelings. 

COLBY made a short speech in which he said that the 
"OSS” had been the forerunner of CIA, and that the group 
gathered for the reunion had "developed a spirit and 
enthusiasm that had left permanent marks both in the USA 
and in Norway." 

There was a very touching moment when the names of 
those killed in action in Norway or of those who died later 
were read aloud. The reading of each name was accompanied 
by the sounds of the bugler, Fred JOHANSEN, who had performed 
this duty for NORSO at the time. JOHANSEN now has an 
insurance company in Jamestown but he had brought out his 
bugle a couple of months ago in preparation for this occasion 
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■: Aftei^jostens medarbeitler ARVE HOFF 

MirmeapolF, 12. oktober. 

Kvelden fpr kong ’ Olav J helgen ko m. tii'TME inneapolis,' . va r byen asted for en aamen,/ 
h0yst spesiell begivenhet med noiuk lilsnUt. Da m0ttes nemlig sjefen for den amerikaa- 
ske efbeiTetningst j en este eg 47 norsk-amerikanere, som var bans kampfeller ved sabo 
tasjeaksjoner i Norge under 2. verdenskrig. , : f . ... 


Den- 55-&rige ^-CIA-sjefen 
William E.. Colby var dengang 
major i den amerikanske hser 
og ledet en grappe 80 nord- 
mean og norsk-ainerikanere, 
som ! -mars 1945 -ble sluppet 
ned i fallskjenn. ved Srt&sa i 
Kord«Tr0ndelag. - Hensakten 
viu\ & sprenge Jernbanelinjer 


som tyskeme brukte til & 
transporter tropper tllbake 
Ira Finland. ^ •: \v~. 

IT av de SO. soiu rar- special tre- 
net .1 faUsfcJtrcmhoppingr, laid ping 
og i;.../ ilj n , . bU: ■■ • vep t ’ under* opp- . 
dragenr i Norge. Av de gjenleven- 
de hadde. iznfcticrt-ld/ bdo 47,, win 


' rborgere, funnet veien til denfp—? 
-lelsesfyite gjenforeningen i Min-, 

„ neapolis fredag kveld. 

' . De .47 kom fra New York i pst» 
California j vest,, Canada i nord 
•; og • Fallow a ! ; .u1,.og omfaltet fo’k 
fra mange lags .kirkt? a mfunn og 

For that l side 20 (-T 


Zortmti jm 1, ^ 


i-. ***'.■ 
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' ■ Witltem, Cottrift \C . j 

yrker/ som advokater, skip/ f prere, •, 
forsikimgsfolk, en grisptavm?r og 
alt:?n en efterretuir^v.-j*' > . 

! ’ : •tic* krigeii tilhy, u > - <$ f 0Vl .“ : 
hemjvePg organisasjoa .som hie 

kalt «NOIiSO», en ’forkortelse for 
den norske,. spesielle- operas jons-' 
gr/tppe.u som. igjen .var titayt-tet 
den. amerikanske spionasje- og 
sabotaejeorganiaasjori o SB*. De 
bio pluklet itt.. pi grume av sin 
norske av/st'Emning; Mange var pa 
riet ttdfipunkt • frenidedes norsko 
statsborgere, f. eks. sjpmenn som [ 
var blitt torpedert i AtJanter- 
havs-fart, og som var blitt reddet I 
: land til USA. Bare sjefen selv, > 
Colby, rar uten norsk bakgrunn. j. 
Han er av irsk aratarmting; 

Dec var. torMinneso'ca-beboers, '! 
Lr'if Elde fra Minneapolis og j 
Ado; pa Hogfoss fra New Ulm, som i 
hadde- tatt initiativet til gjenfor- 
emngen — gmppens forste mote : 
siden aksjonene i Norge, Fra fdrsr, 
nl sist ble det en kveld preget av 
mange og sterke folelser. 

I en liten tale til forsamlingen ; 
b-merkefc Colby at «OSS» hadde 
v/nrt en forloper for CIA. og at 
gruppen som n& var samlet, 
hadde <mtviklet en 4nd og en en- 
tusiasme som efterlot seg varige 
•spor 1 sivel U.SA som Norge*. 

Et dypt gripende innsia^ fikk 
man ved oppleaningen ay rum^ne 
kampfeller sc* in eiu.r-n bie diept 
i Norge eJler er <pHt borfc senerp * 
Oppiesningen :v; *-.;ve:T. t-nkcH \ 
?:avn ble led sago f av trompettoner 1 
iv a NOFBO«- -.••• . VV "v-.,*.; r-.b 
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COMME NTS (Number each comment to show from whom 
to whom. Draw a line acroii column after each comment.) 


Mr. Colby: 






You will he interested in the 
a 1 1 a. c h e d c 1 i p p i n g from t h e , . 
13 October 197 5 is , c . u e of 
"Aftenpos lens" concerning 
the 12 October reunion in ' 
Minneapolis which you 
attended. 

. < : •• 

. 'ty yy >v ' : 

The clipping": was recently 
forwarded by Mr. Hans 
Ringvold, with whom you met:, 
on 13 June 1975. Mr. RingvoJ 
on 5 September 1975, was* gif' 
elect e d P r e s i d e n t o f the 
Norwegian Defense Association 
At a forma 1 dinner on that 
occasion , he was seated next 
to Norwegian Prime Minister 
Trygve Bratteli. . 
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